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The Smithville Community is a historic African American community formed in the late 19th 
century and early twen  eth century. A segregated community un  l the 2000s, Smithville was 
originally formed by freed enslaved people from many of the regions co  on planta  ons, on 
land made available by the descendent of the Po  s Planta  on, Jacob L. Smith, in the late 
19th century.

 ”Un  l the 1970s, Smithville was on the outskirts of town (Cornelius, NC). It wasn't un  l development  
began on the lake a  er the Catawba River was dammed in 1962 that Cornelius annexed Smithville, in  
1972. Smithville residents welcomed the change, having fi rst asked to be part of Cornelius in 1967.”  
(Lake Norman Publica  ons, “Celebra  ng Smithville History”)

Despite being excluded un  l 1972 from the Cornelius town boundaries and tradi  onal town 
benefi ts available to white residents, Smithville residents built a thriving community that 
provided workforce housing to many African-Americans in the Lake Norman area. Historic 
architectural features include a Rosenwald School and many examples of architecture 
prevalent in workforce housing throughout the twen  eth century. 

Historically African-American communi  es are rapidly disappearing throughout the South 
in urban and suburban se   ngs at a tremendous loss to historic preserva  on. Located in 
a rapidly rising real estate market with great value to developers due to its proximity to 
I-77 and Lake Norman, this community’s original character cannot survive without historic
preserva  on interven  on. The majority of the neighborhood is in a state of decline and
disrepair with many vacant homes and homes characterized by substandard living condi  ons.

Through establishing preserva  on easements along with restora  on and rehabilita  on on 
select historic proper  es and u  lizing new construc  on for addi  onal aff ordable housing, 
this revitaliza  on plan off ers the opportunity to preserve and revitalize an excep  onal and 
important African-American historic community.

The Smithville Baseball Team was the fi rst black baseball team organized in North Mecklenburg County in April 1946.
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